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21 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Conveners, 
 
PUBLICATION OF THE HEAT IN BUILDINGS STRATEGY 
 
We are writing to update the Committee on the publication schedule for our Heat in Buildings 
Strategy, which brings together the proposed Heat Decarbonisation Policy Statement with the 
Energy Efficient Scotland Route Map.  As you will know the Scottish economy has much to 
gain in leading the transition to a net zero carbon economy. We believe that our ambitious 
targets can drive the development of new industries, services and skilled jobs, alongside 
opening up new opportunities for export and inward investment. 
 
We published our Climate Change Plan update on 16 December setting out the steps we will 
take to cut emissions in line with our strengthened emission reduction targets and how these 
actions can support a green recovery. 
 
The Climate Change Plan update sets out a clear plan for meeting our interim emission 
reduction of 75% by 2030.  For buildings, this will mean approximately 50% of Scotland’s 
homes and non-domestic buildings will need to be converted to low or zero emissions 
heating by the end of the decade. Our forthcoming Heat in Buildings Strategy will provide 
more detail on the policies and wider changes needed to deliver on that ambition. Our 
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approach will be framed around four key areas: regulatory change, delivering significant 
investment, supporting supply chain growth and public attitudes and behaviours. 
 
We will publish our draft Heat in Buildings Strategy in January.  As we finalise the document 
ahead of publication in January we will consider the recommendations of the Committee on 
Climate Change and the recent Energy White Paper published by the UK Government.  The 
draft strategy will be subject to a period of consultation before being finalised following the 
Scottish Parliament elections 
 
I hope you find the above update helpful.        
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